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with useless learning, yet it is easy to see that his funda-
mental principle is the formation of the character and the
training .of a versatile and accomplished gentleman.
The attitude of Rabelais towards the education of his
time is shown by his description of the evil training of his
hero Gargantua before it was reformed under his direction.
He says1 (Book I. chap. xl), 'Gargantua from three years
upwards until five was brought up and instructed in all
convenient discipline by the*commandment of his father,
and spent that time like the other little children of the
country, that is, in drinking, eating, and sleeping, in eating,
sleeping, and drinking, and in sleeping, drinking, and
eating. About the end of his fifth year Grandgousier, his
father, became convinced from a conversation with him
that his understanding did partake of some divinity, and
that if he were well taught and had a fitting education he
would attain to a supreme degree of wisdom, " therefore I
will commit him to some learned man to have him
indoctrinated according to his capacity, and will spare no
cost" Presently they appointed him a great sophister-
doctor, called Master Tubal Holofernes, who taught him
his ABC so well, that «he could say it by heart back-
wards, and about this he was five years and three months.
Then read he to him Donatus (a grammar), Facetus,
Theodoletus, and Alanus," De Parabolis"(who were moral
writers) j about this he was thirteen years six months and
two weeks. But you must remark that in the meantime
he did learn to write irf Gothic characters, and that
he wrote all his books—for the art of printing was not then
in use—and did ordinarily carry a great pen and inkhorn
weighing about seven thousand quintals, &c. After that
he read unto him the book called " De Modis Significandi,"
1 Rabelais is so little suited for the reading of ordinary students that
I have thought it best to quote nearly all he says about education.

